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Note for 20260202 - Jeremiah 15



1. Opening

Welcome to the Devotionals of The House of Bread. In the Word we read that we are to
receive the Word of GOD by the Spirit, so | strongly urge you to pray before you receive the
Devotional. Let Christ take the lead in your Spiritual Development.

Watch on YouTube at: https://youtu.be/T_jVxJINuY8

Introduction

We dive straight into the Scripture today.

THE IMMUTABLE STANDARD:«
GOD’S NATURE AND THE CALL TO CHANGE ___
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2. Scripture Text

Jeremiah 15:1-21 ESV

[1] Then the Lord said to me, “Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my heart
would not turn toward this people. Send them out of my sight, and let them go! [2] And when


https://youtu.be/T_jVxJlNuY8

they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’ you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Those who
are for pestilence, to pestilence, and those who are for the sword, to the sword; those who
are for famine, to famine, and those who are for captivity, to captivity.’ [3] | will appoint over
them four kinds of destroyers, declares the Lord: the sword to kill, the dogs to tear, and the
birds of the air and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy. [4] And | will make them a
horror to all the kingdoms of the earth because of what Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, king
of Judah, did in Jerusalem. [5] “Who will have pity on you, O Jerusalem, or who will grieve for
you? Who will turn aside to ask about your welfare? [6] You have rejected me, declares the
Lord; you keep going backward, so | have stretched out my hand against you and destroyed
you— | am weary of relenting. [7] | have winnowed them with a winnowing fork in the gates
of the land; | have bereaved them; | have destroyed my people; they did not turn from their
ways. [8] | have made their widows more in number than the sand of the seas; | have brought
against the mothers of young men a destroyer at noonday; | have made anguish and terror
fall upon them suddenly. [9] She who bore seven has grown feeble; she has fainted away;
her sun went down while it was yet day; she has been shamed and disgraced. And the rest
of them | will give to the sword before their enemies, declares the Lord.” [10] Woe is me, my
mother, that you bore me, a man of strife and contention to the whole land! | have not lent,
nor have | borrowed, yet all of them curse me. [11] The Lord said, “Have | not set you free for
their good? Have | not pleaded for you before the enemy in the time of trouble and in the time
of distress? [12] Can one break iron, iron from the north, and bronze? [13] “Your wealth and
your treasures | will give as spoil, without price, for all your sins, throughout all your territory.
[14] I will make you serve your enemies in a land that you do not know, for in my anger a fire
is kindled that shall burn forever.” [15] O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and
take vengeance for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that
for your sake | bear reproach. [16] Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O Lord, God of
hosts. [17] I did not sitin the company of revelers, nor did | rejoice; | sat alone, because your
hand was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. [18] Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like
waters that fail? [19] Therefore thus says the Lord: “If you return, | will restore you, and you
shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be
as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. [20] And | will make you
to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the Lord. [21] | will deliver
you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

https://bible.com/bible/59/jer.15.1-21.ESV
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3. Devotional Reflection

| know, it is a hard bread that is on the table today, lengthy in the reading, complex for
understanding and consideration. Though I do not wish to burden you, this from Jeremiah did
not come on its own, but a section of scripture came before this, from where the Verse of the
Day came.

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 ESV

“[1] I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, | will go on to visions
and revelations of the Lord. [2] | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up
to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows. [3]
And | know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the
body | do not know, God knows— [4] and he heard things that cannot be told, which man
may not utter. [5] On behalf of this man | will boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast,
except of my weaknesses— [6] though if | should wish to boast, | would not be a fool, for |
would be speaking the truth; but | refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than
he sees in me or hears from me. [7] So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the
surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. [8] Three times | pleaded with the
Lord about this, that it should leave me. [9] But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. [10] For the sake of Christ, then,
| am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when |
am weak, then | am strong.”

https://bible.com/bible/59/2c0.12.1-10.ESV

The last verse here is the Verse of the Day, on this day of writing.

Both Jeremiah and Paul contended with an enemy, an unseen force that worked through the
people that stood in opposition. In both, the LORD testified of them, spared in extreme
circumstances, both suffering much for the Word of GOD, whom they testified for.

There is a slight difference though. Jeremiah stayed while Judah was taken away captive, and
with Paul, Judah stayed, and Paul proclaimed the Gospel among the Gentiles. Jeremiah died


https://bible.com/bible/59/2co.12.1-10.ESV

in Egyptand Paul at Rome. Both had their own people working against them, Jeremiah thrown
in a pitand Paul in prison.

Jeremiah was called as a child, Paulwhen he was known as Saul, a persecutor of the Church,
both unlikely nominees for the purpose they ultimately stood in. But, GOD does not change,
He called an unwilling Moses, a fearful Gideon, and a young shepherd to become a King. The
same GOD of Israel sent His only Begotten Son, to pay the price of sinners, knowing that man
cannot make atonement for himself. But, to have a part in that Great Salvation, man is
required to change, to put down the man of sin, and follow the Son of Righteousness.

All these that GOD called before us, went through trials and tribulations. If you have read it,
then you know. And when Christ was with us, He said, "they will hate you because they hated
me first." Is it then so surprising that the believer is not afforded the same consideration
before men? The enemy of GOD and His children is not men, but they that work through
mankind, who gives themselves over to darkness and rebellion against the Kingdom of GOD,
His Laws and ordinances, with one consistent similar fruit, they want to stand as their own
kings, living by their own rules, for-going all that is good in the sight of GOD. Children of
lawlessness, given over to strong delusions. These, GOD will move against, even if it leads
all the way to their ultimate doom, for they have refused the way of GOD, and held on to the
practices of men, and served the self-first in their own consideration.

In Jeremiah we read of GOD'S indignation against his people, in Paul we read of an inner
struggle he had to contend with. And then those famous words by the LORD to Paul, "my
grace is sufficient for you."

Too many give themselves over to messages of good news and good weather, while Christ
assured that there will be resistance and hate. Jeremiah suffered at the hand of his own king
and Paul was persecuted by those that once sat with him in the synagogue. What are our
complaints? Is it that the LORD takes His time to avenge us, or an ungrateful stance of what
we have been permitted in this life? We can learn from the contentment of Paul, and the
lament of Jeremiah. We should see the mercy of GOD instead of focusing on striving with
one another. You see, through all this striving and divisions we actually identify ourselves as
part of the problem. Paul says that in his weakness he is made strong in Christ Jesus, and
the foreign king of Babylon shows mercy to Jeremiah, while his own people take him down to



Egypt to die in a foreign land. Jesus said, the enemy shall be in the house. So much can be
learned in that.

If only we can change. If only we can repent like Nineveh, at the prophecy of Jonah.
Repentance requires a change. But don't be mistaken, GOD does not change, and in the
Word of GOD we can learn what the Righteous judgements of GOD are.

I was in a conversation with a man once who thought himself clever to call GOD a "narcissist
who wants everything His own way." | grew ice cold at that moment, wanting to get distance
between me and him, waiting for lightning to strike him down. In hindsight, | reconsidered,
and saw how merciful GOD is, that He even permits the insult by man, in the hope of
repentance. When Goliath blasphemed GOD, itis David that avenged Him. But, before David
showed up, Goliath stood there cursing while men were afraid to go against him. | can point
to more than just David, what of when the women from Moab came into the camp, ittook the
son of Aaron to drive a spear through two of them to break the curse.

If change is due, it is in our hearts. Because GOD'S way is set, surely as the Creator of
mankind, the heavens and the earth, He carries the authority to do with it as He pleases. No,
to be in contention with the LORD, you must deny His supreme authority, you must stand in
rebellion to the Truth, replacing it with your own version in opinions.

The stark confrontation today is in consideration of what has been prophesied over this
world that stands in opposition to the Throne of GOD. Will GOD change his mind? And the
answer is, only if you change yours, and you repent. Then, you do not have to be part of those
that will be taken into final judgment. If you accept the Saviour, the Son of GOD, then GOD
will spare you like He spared Nineveh back then.

Do you now understand Paul's words on contentment, accepting whatsoever state GOD
permits you to stand in? Then, you do not have to concern yourself about the thorns in the
flesh, because His Grace is sufficient for you. But, if you have set yourself on the side of the
aggressor, then there is only a part left for you in the second death, just like the Word of GOD
proclaims.



Change!

Repent!

For the prophecy by the Word of GOD is against those standing in iniquities, who love
unrighteousness and by that love will be excluded from righteousness and the reward of the
Righteous Jesus Christ.

| reason with you today, and admittedly and unfortunately, | speak from a place of some
Biblical knowledge. Many of the examples | used may require further investigation, unless
you carry it in you already, which is also my hope that you do. If the latter is true for you, then
there is great comfort that you can find in Romans 8. Then, there is no more condemnation,
for you are in Christ and walking after the Spirit not the flesh.

One thing is certain though, man must change, because GOD will not. And for that, | point
you to John 3, where Jesus explains the rebirth to Nicodemus.

Change!

Repent!

4. Closing Paragraph

Do not be arrogant in your own consideration, for as Jeremiah prophesied against Judah,
there are prophecies against those "who would not repent.”

Selah...

Shalom

5. Optional Reading / Study Expansion
Part 1: The Study Guide



A roadmap of the specific events, figures, and concepts mentioned in your text.

1. The Prophets and Their Calling

Jeremiah’s Call (Jeremiah 1:4-10): Called from the womb, a youth who felt he could
not speak.
Paul’s Conversion (Acts 9:1-22): The transition from Saul the persecutor to Paul the
Apostle.
Unlikely Nominees: * Moses (Exodus 3-4): The unwilling leader who made excuses.
O Gideon (Judges 6): The fearful man threshing wheat in a winepress.
O David (1 Samuel 16): The youngest shepherd boy chosen over his older
brothers.

2. The Cost of Resistance

Jeremiah’s Pit (Jeremiah 38): Cast into a cistern where he sank into the mire.

Paul’s Prison (Acts 16, 2 Timothy 4): His frequent imprisonments and final days in
Rome.

The Thorninthe Flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7-10): The messenger of Satan sent to keep
Paul humble.

3. Acts of Righteous Zeal and Repentance

The Repentance of Nineveh (Jonah 3): A city that turned from its evil way at the
preaching of Jonah.

David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17): Avenging the blasphemy against the living God.
Phinehas (Numbers 25:1-13): The son of Eleazar (grandson of Aaron) who stayed the
plague by driving a spear through the rebellious.

Nicodemus and the Rebirth (John 3:1-21): The necessity of being "born again" to see
the Kingdom.

Part 2: Confirmation for the Reluctant

Scriptures to present to those who may be hesitant to heed the warning, confirming the
"alarm bells" you have sounded.

The Immutability (Unchanging Nature) of God



"For | the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed."— Malachi 3:6

"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change." —
James 1:17

The Warning of Delusion and Lawlessness

"Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is
false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness."— 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12

The Certainty of Judgment and the Call to Repent

"The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, butis patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance." — 2 Peter 3:9

"But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for
yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed." —
Romans 2:5

The Promise of No Condemnation (For the Believer)

"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
death."— Romans 8:1-2

Final Thought for the Reluctant:
"The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, butis patient toward

you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance." — 2 Peter
3:9



6. Resources

Playlists:

Over the last few months and years, we have compiled a few playlists on SoundCloud. Feel
free to explore it, download it and share with friends and family.

Find playlists at: https://soundcloud.com/houseofbread4u/sets

NEW: Download Music

We have added the ability for you to download the music you
heard in the devotionals. You can listen to the song before

o hitting the “Download” button to know it is the right song you
Uphft'ng f wanted. For now, at least, these are free downloads, and my
Gospel hope is that | can keep it free. Enjoy!

Online

» .
House'of Bread J7
Music

Link: https://music.thehouseofbread.co.za/index.php

Radio Stations:

music.thehouseofbread.co.za

House of Bread Music Radio App

Download link:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app.houseofbreadmusic
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The Stern Watch Radio App
°.| Scanthe QR Code

¢| Orfollow the Download link:

.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app.sternwatch

Brought to you by ministry
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